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Mr President,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This session has witnessed the adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda
which will replace the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

A year ago, Cameroon clearly expressed support for a “transformative” agenda
that prioritizes the elimination of poverty and hunger, as well as sustainable and inclusive
economic growth. It is hoped that the new agenda proposed to us and based on such
priorities will live up to its promises.

However, we should examine why the outcomes of actions undertaken within the
preceding framework have fallen short of the Millennium Development Goals. Were we
too ambitious? Were the prevailing circumstances too adverse? Or was political will
lacking?

Whatever the case, it must be acknowledged that the hopes raised at inception by
the MDGs have partly been shattered. Instead of discouraging us, this rather gloomy
assessment should encourage us to join forces and to own the 2030 Agenda slogan,
namely “Transforming our World”. Obviously, this lofty goal can only be achieved through
sustainable development. To that end, it should be the expression of the needs and
hopes of the populations concerned. Cameroon has been working relentlessly towards
achieving that goal by implementing a social inclusion policy which seeks to leave no one
behind.

After existing for 70 years, at the end of which the general feeling is that the
United Nations has performed its duty, it is appropriate to ponder whether it is not time
for it to open a new chapter in its actions at the service of the international community.



Although Agenda 2030, as | believe, provides an opportunity for a “renewed
commitment to peace, security and respect for human rights”, | have no iota of doubt that
the United Nations will have the support of almost all its Member States.

Indeed, a quick overview of the international situation would show that recent
global developments in terms of the balance of power and major challenges of our time,
call for the “renewed commitment” of the international community. We can hail the
nuclear agreement reached between the major powers and Iran, the détente between the
United States and Cuba, the awareness of the dangers of global warming, and better
understanding of the requirements of sustainable development. However, there is every
reason to worry about the spread of terrorism, the inability to control migration flows, and
global economic instability since the 2007-2008 crisis.

Cameroon, a country that has enjoyed stability and peace for decades, has, in
recent years, been facing insecurity on its eastern border ensuing from the chaos
prevailing in the Central African Republic, as well as attacks and suicide bombings
perpetrated by the Boko Haram sect in the Far-North Region. The attacks have caused
loss of life, disrupted social and economic life, created a climate of insecurity in the
region concerned, and resulted in the influx of tens of thousands of refugees into the
country.

It is therefore understandable that my country can only endorse a renewed United
Nations commitment to peace, security and respect for human rights. Fortunately, these
values constitute the framework of the new sustainable development agenda, which has
the merit of affirming that no single person will be left behind.

To sum up my thought, | would say that the United Nations must take up the
challenge of promoting ethical values in order to efficiently implement this new agenda.

| emphasized this point on this very rostrum on 7 September 2000. If globalization
is not accompanied by a new moral order and if it lacks that extra spirit of solidarity
between nations and peoples, it could endanger peace so dear in our era. Mr President,
our world needs ethics, the set of moral values that are vital to the human community as
a whole. Only such values will enable us to continuously place the human being at the
centre of all our policies and actions.

| would like to renew here and now Cameroon’s proposal for the establishment of
an international ethical body, committee or observatory responsible for promoting
fundamental and universal human values among and within nations.

Thank you for your attention.



