State Visit to Cameroon of H.E. Frangois HOLLANDE, President of the French Republic
Yaounde, 3 July 2015
Joint Press Conference by Presidents BIYA and HOLLANDE at Unity Palace

Questions posed by Journalists to both Heads of State

Severin Tchounkeu, La Nouvelle Expression/Equinoxe TV:

President HOLLANDE, Debt Relief and Development Contracts have revealed a very
high propensity to award projects to French enterprises. The Cameroon Employers
Union expressed concern on several occasions. Can we expect, under new projects, a
shift in favour of Cameroonian enterprises?

Mr President, 50 years after independence, there is still a latent and historic conflict on
the period of French administration in Cameroon. Is it not time to address this issue by
declassifying related documents? Can Cameroon look forward to an approach similar to
the one you implemented in Algeria?

Response by President HOLLANDE

This partnership can only be beneficial because there can be no lasting establishment
of French enterprises in Cameroon without alliances with Cameroonian enterprises. We do not
intend to replace Cameroonian enterprises. We want to work with Cameroonian enterprises.
The French Development Agency is here for the Development Contract. We do not establish
any link with national enterprises. It happens, and | am not complaining, that when calls for
tenders are launched, French enterprises also participate and are selected on the basis of their
quality, competence and know-how.

It is true that there had been extremely turbulent and even tragic moments given that
after independence there was repression in the Sanaga-Maritime and in the Bamileke region,
and we are, as | have done everywhere, receptive to the opening of history books as well as
archives.

Gérard Grizbec, France2

My question is addressed to the President of Cameroon. You have been in power since
1982. Today, you are one of the longest-serving Presidents in the world. You have been
elected several times. You have served many seven-year terms and, of course,
Cameroon’s Constitution does not limit the number of terms of office. There will be
another term in three years. We wish to know your state of mind. Do you intend to hand
over the relay baton and, maybe, consider a well-deserved retirement? What is your
state of mind today?



Response by President BIYA

| will start by saying that only those who can, and not those who wish, stay in power. My
second observation is that | am not at the helm of power by force. | did not come to power
through dictatorship. | have always been elected by the people and | am currently serving a
term of office granted me by the people. Besides, there were other candidates in this election
which | won. Although the 2018 Presidential elections in Cameroon will take place for sure,
they are still far away. We have time to think about that and when the time comes,
Cameroonians, our French friends and everybody will know if | will run or retire.

Charles NDONGO, CRTV

President HOLLANDE, Cameroonians thank you for your commitment on our side in the
fight against Boko Haram. Moreover, you have just announced reinforcement. But
beyond this, Mr President, have your presence, discussions and téte-a-téte with
President BIYA helped to improve your perception of Cameroon and its President?
Would you go to the extent of repeating these words by President MITTERAND to
President BIYA: "Mr President, | am at ease with you"?

Response by President HOLLANDE

President BIYA confirmed the seriousness of the situation to me and, hence, the need
to act. The President of Nigerian will visit Cameroon soon. This is very important because
Cameroon and Nigeria need to have the best ties to act. And | think this is what we had in
mind when we convened the Paris Summit to take serious decisions regarding Boko Haram.
The threat posed by Boko Haram has increased. | am ready to convene another summit, on a
date proposed by the Presidents, so that we can take further action against Boko Haram.

President Frangois MITTERRAND was always at ease. That was his character, even
though he could be reserved sometimes. | try to draw inspiration from him and when | forget,
translators sometimes mistake me for Frangois MITTERRAND. It happened in Angola. | do
not run any such risk here, except if my statements are translated into English.

Pierre Boisselet, Jeune Afrique

| have a question for both Presidents.

President Frangois HOLLANDE, have you and your counterpart discussed the fate of
Barrister Lydienne EYOUM, your compatriot? Mr Paul BIYA, do you envisage doing
something about this file?

Response by President BIYA

| wish to underscore that Cameroon’s judiciary is totally independent. Any attempt by
the executive to influence it would not succeed. That means that | learned of the verdict
against this person, just like everyone. | want to state that she was not a political activist who
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was hostile to the Government. |, therefore, did not have any reason to bear a grudge against
her. Besides, many members of the opposition in Cameroon live and express their opinions
freely. We happen, however, to have made the fight against corruption our priority. And the
case which you have just mentioned falls in line with this priority. In a nutshell, the Lawyer in
question was mandated to recover CFAF two billion from a bank and deposit it in the Treasury.
She deposited CFAF one billion instead of two. That is why she was prosecuted. Justice
followed its normal course and the Supreme Court took a decision. | will see what | can do if
that is the wish of the concerned. And if the Constitution allows me to do something, | will
gladly do it when the time comes.

Response by President HOLLANDE

In our relations with President BIYA, we talk about everything. Therefore, we discuss
every subject, including issues concerning persons. That is what we did. There are decisions
that lie solely with President BIYA, the Cameroonian authorities and the Cameroon justice
system. | wish to underscore that Barrister Eyoum’s family contacted me on this issue and |
have informed the President accordingly.

| also wish to thank Cameroon for the action taken following the unfortunate kidnapping
of many of my compatriots. | am referring to the Moulin-Fournier family and Father
Vandenbeusch. To us, such were particularly trying moments with a happy ending given that
their kidnappers were very dangerous terrorist groups.



