STATEMENT BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAM AT THE
RECEPTION OFFERED TO THE INDOMITABLE LIONS AT UNITY PALACE

Yaounde, 8 February 2017

Your Excellency the President of the Republic,
Your Excellency the First Lady,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, with all protocol observed,

On behalf of my teammates, | would like to express our respect and gratitude for
your decision to receive us here at Unity Palace. We are honoured to see Mrs Chantal
BIYA, Cameroon’s First Lady, standing by your side at this reception you are offering us
upon our return from the Africa Cup of Nations “Gabon 2017".

Your Excellency the President of the Republic,

We welcomed your directives contained in the messages of encouragement you
graciously sent us through the Minister of Sports and Physical Education at the start of
the competition and during the difficult matches to qualify for the various rounds.

We, players of the Cameroon National Football Team, request you to kindly
accept the expression of our esteem and gratitude for the messages of support that you
sent us, as well as for the special envoy you graciously dispatched, with substantial
support to further galvanize us in Gabon. All your efforts contributed towards
strengthening our team spirit, our sense of patriotism and the fighting spirit that led us to
victory.

Our country, Cameroon, returns from AFCON “Gabon 2017” with many laurels.
Besides the title of African Champions, the best player of the competition, namely
teammate Christian BASSOGOG, is a Cameroonian. Three Indomitable Lions are
nominated for the dream team of the competition, viz Michael NGADEU, Fabrice ONDOA
and Christian BASSOGOG.

Your Excellency the President of the Republic,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who contributed to our
success at AFCON “Gabon 2017”. In that regard, Your Excellency the President of the
Republic, | would like to very respectfully reiterate our gratitude for all the support you
provided us.

We also thank the authorities in charge of sports, particularly football, for their
fatherly guidance. They helped us every time to surpass ourselves in order to achieve the
ultimate goal.



We have special thoughts for our coach Hugo Broos. Who would have believed it!
What alarming forecasts upon his taking the helm of the National Team! However, with
method, perseverance and professionalism, he and his assistants forming the technical
staff, like fine tacticians, imparted to us the principles of victory.

We are not forgetting the Cameroonian people as a whole whose support and
encouragements, in some cases, and criticism and comments, in other cases, were the
additional stimulus required to spur us to always forge ahead.

We also thank the AFCON “Gabon 2017” National Organizing Committee for
making proper arrangements to welcome and host us in Gabon. We thank the Gabonese
people for their brotherly support.

Your Excellency the President of the Republic,

We are deeply touched by the solemn reception and welcome you have offered us
today. We thank you for your very singular trust which we will remember every day. It will
enable us to move mountains. If we stumble, support us. If we fall, raise us up. We are
your children. We are patriots.

Thank you for your very kind attention.



